Chinese Family Camp in
Lincoln Hill, Foxboro,
Mass. 1960
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GBCCA and the Chinese Family Camp
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This year marks the 50" anniversary
of the Greater Boston Chinese Cultural
Association (GBCCA), which will be cel-
ebrated on October 7, 2006, at Regis College.
GBCCA was founded in 1956 at the St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church in Dorchester,
Massachusetts. GBCCA is a non-profit, non-
political organization with a goal to cultivate a
community atmosphere in the greater Boston
area for Chinese Americans where they may
come to share the joy of a common heritage.

One of the events in which many
GBCCA members participate is the annual
Chinese Family Camp (CFC), which itself is
almost 50 years old. There are several
Chinese family camps across the United
States, which share the mission of combining
the fun and recreation of a week-long camp,
with encouraging communications among
generations and families, providing a means
for youth to learn about and share their
Chinese culture, and having “time together as
a family.”

This CFC is the longest-lasting Chinese
Family Camp. Originally, five families — the
Yuans, Woos, Yens, Shiangs, and Lees —
started the CFC in a house owned by a
church in Sharon, Massachusetts, around 50
years ago over Labor Day weekend. The
CFC has used the Lincoln Hill Camp facilities
Foxboro once. This year’s CFC was held at
Camp Greylock in the Berkshires in August
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Through the years, some elders have gone,
kids have grown up and gone to college, and
some people have moved away.
Nevertheless, CFC has grown to be attended
by about 150 people annually, young and old
from multiple generations, who now come not
only from Greater Boston and Massachusetts,
but also from Canada, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, and
Connecticut.

The CFC always rents a campground
for the ninth week of summer, retaining the
campground’s sports and activity staff, kitchen
crew, security personnel, and health facility.
They never pitch a tent, but have individual
cabins that are not Hilton four-stars, but have
heat and hot water — that is pretty good.
About 25 to 40 families take turns to cook
fantastic Chinese meals and a 10 o’clock
snack. The days are filled with all kinds of
activities, such as arts and crafts, ball games,
hiking, water sports, swimming, fishing,
boating, movies, dancing, Karaoke, archery,
horseback riding, golf, seminars, cultural
events, and Tanglewood concerts — you name
it, they have it as long as someone wants to be
in charge. On Saturday night, there is always
a talent show, an award ceremony, and a vote
to select the following year’s committee

.. from page 17 “Felix Lui”
organized and participated in camping pro-
grams and service projects as a Committee
Member of Troop 47 Randolph in the Old
Colony Council of the Boy Scouts of
America. He is also the past President of the
Boston Chinatown Lions Club, as well as
Zone Chairman of Massachusetts District
33K, International Association of Lions Clubs.
With the Lions Club, he was front and center
in supporting vision screening and health care
programs as well as youth camps and
exchanges.

Through his service on the Executive
Board of the Chinese Economic Development
Council (CEDC) and with the Chinatown
South Cove Neighborhood Council, Felix has
worked with many local residents to support
youth and social programs in promoting public
health and community welfare, as well as
developing business opportunities and enhanc-
ing the quality of living in Chinatown.

For leaving an imprint on a rich and
diverse range of children, youth, and commu-
nity members, we offer our sincere apprecia-
tion and gratitude for Felix’s contribution to
the Chinese American community.| |
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members and youth leaders — it takes a whole
year to plan the family camp. The GBCCA
and the CFC hope the younger generations
will take over for many years to come.|
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